The CSA – Clinical Skills Assessment

Done at a centre in Croydon

13 cases – all role play with actors and 1 or 2 assessors sitting in

12 of these cases are for the examination, 

1 is a pilot case under development (but you won’t know which it is)

10 mins each – bell will go and the ‘patient’ will leave

Cases are designed to be completed within this time

Take your own equipment – they should send a list

You will be in the building for 3.5 hours

You will have a 15 min break half way through

There is no food available in the building – so eat before you go

Go to loo before you start – if you need to go during your consulting time you will not be allowed the time back.

The cases are selected so as to provide a balance according to a grid:

	Area of disease
	Acute
	Chronic
	Undifferentiated
	Psych/Soc
	Prevention
	Other

	CVS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resp
	
	
	
	
	
	

	CNS
	
	
	
	
	
	

	etc
	
	
	
	
	
	


The ‘consultations’ will mostly be with patients, but you may have a discussion about a patient with a nurse, member of staff, carer etc Cases involving children will be presented by a carer etc. (there will be no children present). 

You will be assessed in three domains:

· Data-gathering, technical and assessment skills

· Gathering and using data

· Choice of questions, examination and investigation

· Performance of examination

· Clinical Management Skills

· Recognition and management of common conditions

· Structured and flexible approach to decision making

· Ability to deal with complexity

· Demonstrate the ability to promote a positive approach to health

· Interpersonal Skills

· Appropriate consultation/communication techniques

· Shared approach to problem management

All domains carry equal weight.

Each domain will be graded as: Clear Pass, Marginal Pass, Marginal Fail, Clear Fail

And each case will be given an overall grade

You will not be assessed on note taking.

The aim of the nMRCGP is:

“To ensure that doctors who are awarded the nMRCGP are safe an competent to practice as a GP in the NHS.”

The number of cases you need to pass in order to pass the CSA has not yet been determined.

There is some suggestion that a Marginal Fail can be compensated by a Clear Pass.

Ultimately the pass level will be determined according to the politically acceptable number of passes / fails.

